Age 4$           "Wellington's Army at Play
if he would draw any profit from his victory of the roth of November
... yet at that crisis he divested himself of twenty-five thousand
Spanish soldiers !l
Apart from the weakening of Lord Wellington's army by
the loss of the Spaniards, the weather also took a hand against
him, and on November nth the rain set in and continued
remorselessly until the heavy clay soil of the country where the
Allies now found themselves became an impassable quagmire,
in which the infantry sank to their knees, the horses to their
girths, and in which the artillery could not move at all.
The army being thus temporarily paralysed, there was
nothing to do but to remain in cantonments until circum-
stances permitted them to move; a pleasant little holiday
for those who had not the weight of the campaign resting
upon their shoulders.
The officers spent their days hunting and fishing, and at
night would return to a good dinner, and afterwards sit
down to their grog and cigars before a comfortable fire.
Even Lord Wellington managed to snatch a few days'
hunting, and would be seen in the sky-blue coat and black
cap of the Salisbury hunt, riding out to his favourite sport,
" in the best of spirits, genial, and sans ceremonie; in fact,
just like a genuine country squire and fox-hunter ".2
But he had to pay for his days of pleasure, and he com-
plained to Larpent that he was kept up " reading Courts-
martial until twelve o'clock at night or one in the morning;
and this every night ".3
Nevertheless he seemed to thrive on it, for Larpent observes
that, " Nearly all our great men except Lord Wellington have
been ill."*
The Allies were now in the land of plenty which perhaps
accounted for the indisposition of some of the * great ones *,
for good living was the order of the day and the hosts of
1 Napier^ VoL V^ p. 414.                           2 Sckaumanrij p. 398.
* Larpent, Fol II, p. 171.                         * Ibid.
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